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Thiswefl a ratlier lar>:i.‘r issue of the Chronicle ispublishrl jjticfolln: 
publication ot three proceediti-s of three District Associations, which 
cuQtain mat ter uf jiitercsi, • 

'ih-Nilaiti I'l.oitars’ Association .Mcelui'^ is concluded from last weekn 
issue. Nufth M>soil‘ and the Slitvaroys contain niatter of rather nioru 
that) local inUrcst, 

As was to be exp-cted tlic prnpnsed Lnhonr Corn mission is very much 
to the front, and its Propos ii will be read with attention by all the PUminy 
Com in unity. No doubt as as all the District Associations have express- 
ed an opinion on the pro)M>s,tl, the llxecuiive Cominitlee, or some ineiaW 
of that body, will publish an authoritative scheme, which will ijive time for 
everyone to dificst before the Cxtraordimary (o'lteral Meeting is held. Iti^ 
evident from the time of so ne of the speech es that iiavc appeared that some 
such authorised schctiie is expected by the plantinr; oommunity, asto th<' 
working of the proposed Labour Commission. The matter it» (at too itiiport* 
ant, in our opinkHi to be hurried or rushed, 

A large* amount of cotTctip«mdeuce on the L.abour Commission and 
Labour Hrobletn is published, which ahow s th.at the riiaUer *s rwjeivtnc 
general attention, and we consider Mr. Danvers’ appeal is very appro- 
priate at this moment, but we hof>e that he will not carry fjut ids con* 
cealed threat to write no more. Mr. Danvers wields a pen with no niAHce 
in it, and is always rend with interest. 

The Planting Expert draws attention to Sectional Meetings and the 
UesoiutioQ passM anent them. 

Only second in importance is the publication of the letter from Mr. 
Noyce about the Fest Act, and the Peat Act itself. It is to be noted that 
the Government of India are prepared to consider any suggestiema from 
the L’oited Planters' Association- 

Last week we published a note saying that a pamphlet was prepared on 
thfe Labour Ouestion as discu.sscd at the last Annual Meeting and was rradv 
for ^trlbnlion pn application. The Editor cannot dislrtbale these free, but 
has to charge 4 annas a copy to cover cost of printing and postage. 
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DISTRICT /LJIHTCRS* ASf OCIATIORS, 

Nitgiri n«ittart' Astoeiftlfoii. 

iC^tinued) 

** ROA03 axp CoiiMUSlCATIoss.— Arsikcre'Mjuig^c Kaitway.^At- 
tbon^H iHU ttf m> matter of importaikce to members this AssociafioOt «e 
congratutated our brother pUoterb on wbat they have obtained after many 
years of airiMttiofl and waiting, aud also noted with pleasure the forward 
p^ky of Govern meat in railway commumcations. 

^EtJRoye%N Depemck Association.— W e supported a notice drawing 
altentioo to the usefulness of this organisation and e<]Mressing sympathy 
witb^U objecii. We hope that those of the N. P. A. who have not joined 
already will do so without delay. It is certamiy to the advantage of every 
European to support it. 

“ LondoK J^CHooi. OF Thopical Medicine.- -T he advantages of snch 
an institution are apparent and need no explanation. We are of the opiaioD 
that ad an Association we should do what we can to further its progress. 

Labour.— With the proposed establishment of a Labbur Commission, 
Messrs. Waddiogton and NiooUs withdrew their schemes for the registration 
of makitrie#, as snch a Commission in itself would include a kind it^s* 
tration. You will have read in the papers the report of the Committee 
formed last year to consider tbn scheme for registration of coolies and the 
Hon’ble Mr. E. F. Barber's proposals which were : — 

1, Abolition of the profes.sional recruiter. 

2. Establishment of a Labour Commission. 

j. The question of advances or premium pa-d to set are cookies’ 
services. 

The meeting was very decided about the abolition of the professional 
reofl^ter. A resolution was carried asking the Government of Madras to 
snpi^ess the p.'ofessioiia] recruiter, lie was defined in the resolution as 
follows:— . 

. ** The professional recruiter is an individual who collects coolies and 

sells them at any centre^ and afterwards ceases to have any further interest 
“ in their well-being, future, or whereabouts, as distinguisbed from ihe author- 
ised Kangaiiy or Maistry." 

LauOUK Com mission.— You all now have received copies of the delibera- 
tions of the t^minittee appointed at the meeting to go fully into the question 
of tbe establishmeut of a Labour Cutntmssion, to formulate working details 
aud to report upon the whole question. We heartily supported the proposed 
Cotnmission and hope that the N. P. A. will fully endorse our action by 
collectively and individually agreeing to support the scheme. The reasons 
for ihe'est^Wshraent of such a Coinuitssion and the benefits to be aosrued 
from it hxVh been so fully pttt before you by the Committee that it leaves Us 
little to atid. Wubont adeipiatc support the scheme cannot be the ‘ success 
It ought to be, and indeed must be, if you intend inasiug auy efforts to secure 
to youradves an assured supply of labour in the future. 

^‘dn jihe upper plateau of the Nilgiris yon have a certain amouVit o( local 
laWnr, tint with new openings on all sides hf you, that supply will be inade- 
e\*cn for'thase now favriurahly situaled estates, Kates are rising, nav 
ir^eVtijen 25 per cent, in' uwmy ffeirtB. R,nd will rise more with the increased 
diouuid. To successfully 'cbnibat this ^ moi^'haye iitipbrfcd labour aod 
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to obtain, and htviog ottlaicwL to teen tbair 
cooliea.a8{n^in^Qce5 recently you sceiu tfce 
any anscnjpntous recruiter. A Labour. C.ouunissiou vqhU practically eb- 
minate such cases and the cost of same toould be saved over and ove^ ^in 
tbe inatstnes’ advances being made an almost safe invest uient instead 
of gamble It IS now, and by helping tou to engage labour for your 
requirement&» would tend to check the rise in rates. Moreover vw mais» 
tries would be helped to obtain good able coolies. The quauiitv and QUaUly 
of work dm would alone repay the cost, as it is I think, generiily admUteiL 
that the class of cooly von now get is far inferior to what you had a few 
years ago and work sufters in cousequwica. We ask you to regard the cost 
of working the scheme as an insurance policy, ft will be the best policy 
you have ever taken out. The premium, Ks.i per acre, cannot be consi* 
dered heuVy, even if it remained at that figure; but if the scheme gets the 
support it deserves to get, not only from membera of association, but from 
those who from one reasou or another are not now membere of any 
aaeociation, the necessary amount re<] Hired for annual working of the 
scheme will become considerably less. The total acreage on the books of 
the U. P. A. S. I.’ is UO.OOO acres. The total estinialcd expenditure of the 
scheme, is, inclusive of Us.30,000 initial expenditure Hs.l,i0,000, The 
Bniiiia1%8t you will more than save by having an ample supi^ of labour 
to pick your leaf when ready, which means quality as well as rpmuiity and 
m a hke way be able to pick, your cuifee at the right stage, not grec^a 
or over ripe, as must occur if labour is short. At the meeting memberi 
representing 30,000 acres promised to support the scheme. 

Advances.— A resolution was passed urging as far as possible the limi- 
tation of advances, 


Enticrmfa'T nr LAunjTR, — An inMincp which was brought to our 
notice by a member of the Association was pul before the the meeting and 
a resolution was passed which we hope will meet the case. 

Son-Service of Warrants —We seconded the Wynaad resdiRlon 
whioh was carried unanimously. 

Pest Act.— Wc agreed to this on the understanding that if it is lulrr < 
dneed Government sholas, etc., should be included. It was recommended 
that before any general Vest Act became law, its provisions should be sub- 
mined to the V, P. A. S. I. for consideration and report. 

Coffee Adulteration.-- We supported Mr. Mahon's proposal which 
was the same as carried last year- 

Tba. -RAiL-FRErcitT ON Tea SEED.— Wc brought this matter for- 
ward and carried a resolution that the t’. P. A. S, I. approach (he Indian 
Tea Association asking them to use their influence to obtain conceastons in 
the fates of freight on tea seed from all railways in India. 

^lENTiFic Dep.artment.— You will be glad to know that the reso- 
lutioQ was passed at our last meeting here on July Ifith, was adopted and 
carried uuanlmoasly, and so we hope to have Mr. Anstead's valuabfo sftfviceB 
foratu^ber period. 

Mycologist.— W e made the following proposal 
" That this Association considers that the services of a mycologist 
’• under the direct control of the V. 1’. A. S. I. i* necesAafy ; *1^* 
“ there is a need for such an appointment is api^rcot from the 
*' subjoined list of dis«iMs on which investigation is rv^ttireu, 
“ and that the Honble Mr. E, F. Barber be asked to o^e tbe 
“ matter on Got emment,'’ 
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We are tore y 00 will agree that each an appdotmettt wcmtd be mqst 
oaeCot to roQ and is reaUy a oeces^y. 

ClNCHONA.'^We supported (be Anamalai resolution, being in ac- 
eordaoc^vitb oor past policy. 

The Labour Commission.— The Hon'ble Mr. K. F. Rarber, in intro, 
ducing tbU snbject, ^ke as follows 

“ I do not wish to take up tbc time of the meeting, but I should like to 
sa^ a fsw tsonSs' on the jn'opoeed Labour Commission. Wo have put the 
question of labour in the forefront of our plaiUing difficulties for many 
years, for 20 years In fact, and of recent years tbc problem has become more 
pressing. Several proposals have hi»n made to cure the difficulty and 
though these proposals have not (net with general acceptance, they have 
served a pnrposc and we should thank those geiUlenjen who bavA spent 
their time and taken trouble in elaborating tliem. The first and per- 
haps the best known and tnost discussed was Mr. Brock's, then there 
was Mr. Mardeo's, while this year both Mr. Nicol Is and Mr. Waodingloti 
brought forward proposal. At the last meeting in Baugatoce a suggestion 
was made and a scheme formulated and this is before us tu-day for discus- 
sion, There are no doubt many points that can be raided, but we luy be 
sure (hat those points were raised and discussed by the Committee that 
formulated the scheme and we should remember, when discussing it, that 
this Committee represented nearly every planting district and that ihc 
scheme, as presented to you now, was adopted iirumiiuoiisly by the Deiegaivs 
at Bangalore, 

Well, the scheme is here for your consideration, the basis of it is self, 
help, and this, where it has been a ({tiestion of putting uur h inds in our 
pockets, has not been readily fodhconiiiig in ihe pist. It is lor us to decide 
as indivuluala whethW we will support the rcheme or not ; we have not to 
come to a decision for the Association as a whole. If we think ue shall 
benefit by it, from a business point of view, we should support it, if not. as 
business men, we should leave it alone. We shall crtticiac the sebenm, but 
] do not think that the criticism should be comparative; if we see that we 
shall benefit by it we ought not to compare our benefit with another's or 
grudge any one deriving more benefit from it than we do ourselves. 

1 have had letters from planters objecting to the rate of Ks.2 per acre, 
t think this has been misunderstood. 1 he Committee distinctly say that a 
little more than 1 rupee per acre would he sufficient from the whole acreage 
represented by the U. P. A. S. I- It U certain that some interests will not 
support the scheme but it is equally certain that some interests, not now 
represented on the U. P. A. S. 1, wilt join in, so therein some hope that 
sufficient support may be forthcoming to red ucs the cost to nearer one rupee 
than two rupees per acre. The two rupees asked for may be looked up on 
as a guarantee, (oi it is certain that so much will not be asked for if it is not 
wanted. 

This scheme will not be a panacea for all our labour troubles, but , it 
may enable ua to hold the labour we have got and even to get back some 
we have lost. Also it may help ns to get more coolies into currency by tap- 
ping new recruiting districts, but it is certain that it will give us a ^sitton 
as bidders In tlfi) labour market instead of being left outside the ring and 
forced to take what oqr competitors have rejected ” 

Mr. Nicolls then read a letter with reference to the work of the Geidon 
CommissioQ iu the West Coast, 
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Mr. DaodiaoD spoke as follows 

’ Siace my return from Bangalore I bate beard sev^ai \iews eametted 
upon the propped Labour Coininission. 

Tbey hav'e all been more or less iu favor of it, but doubt has been et- 
pressed aa to what benefit estates which work almost entirely with focal 
labour will gain. 

Let os ItxHc at the Labour questioit generally and compare our position 
now to what it lyas a tew years ago. 

Speaking on labour, then, a writ known member of this Association 
stated that he considered a utan who could not replace runaway coolies in 
say three months, was not worth much. Could any of ns replace a lot of 
bolters withjn three months now.* f doubt it, eafcept by r.'iising rates or 
crimping, as on every side one hears complaints of shortage of labour. 

What does this show? What else can it prove but that thnra have 
changed ? While other countries have organised coiumisslons, labour recruh • 
ing agencies, etc., iu the very heart of otn Labour district, wc have done 
nothing, and it w no exaggeration to say that in a few years' bme we shall 
be in a far worse condition than we are now unless, ^ore it is too late, wp 
do what we ought to have done years ago and unite to protect oursclvea. 

Regirding those estates which eiuploy imporied labour wholly, the 
advantages of the commission are apparent and thrtt* U no need to repeat 
these now as you have no doubt read the papers and also the pamphlet 
issued, but with regard to estates favourablv snuated as regards Local Labour 
(here arises a difficulf t|tiestion, as they wuuld uaturaily object to pa>Hng on 
an acreage basis for the very few tamil or canarose coolies that they 
require. » 

Quite right at present, but let him loot ahead. Are their “ Locals” 
going to remain and work at present rates of pay if there was a Kcm'r,al rise 
of pay elsewhere, as there will be soon, iiuhss wc protect our wflves ? 

No, certainly not, a few people will remain to after their fields, but 
the young, able-bodied men and women will demand higher pay, and if re- 
fused, will go where they can get it, and migrate to another village, t>erh.aps 
near estates that pay higher rales. 

Now this is a point I want to make a strong one, that these estates tt>ill 
gain by supporting (he scheme, directly as regards the few low comury 
coolies they emfdoy, and indirectly to a far greater degree, as with a general 
supply of Labour assured there will be no temptation for thdr “ laeak ** to 
leave their present villages; thus by helping others to o!>lain cooUes, they 
will help themselves to retain their present supply. 

Whether they should pay the same amount as others, wbethtt" it shottM 
be bn an acreage or a *’ per coolie” basis is a point to be discuHsed to-day, 
but I appeal to them to join in under any circumstances and to temembef 
that 'without general support the scheme cannot be the success we want to 
make it. 

There are many oid coffee estates being planted up with tea now. 
Where is the extra Labour to come from to cullivate these in the future r 
Tea eannrtt be r «n qu cofliee lines. More Labour per acre is require d m 
flush most be |MCk^ when ready and if not picked then, mioM i* ou t Ottiy 
lost, hut more coolies are requi^ to break back” oi else a n 
ing is necessary ; ia either case a loss. U cannot be gleaned ttOBl thegrowutt ' 
like oofiee wbii^ will remam on tl*« trees for weeks rtfy otteti mm 
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W« are imriog a inisi*, bat if we are prepared we sbaU p«A fliroocb ai 
wfj satomUy have an enormotw advantage over . ocuT GOflipetitom aftd; It only 
scads cdHi>pei%ti(m 00 ouf^^ 

It is impOMibie to pleaee ever^pne, as it is impossible to attasge equal 
benefiu ail, bot kd us do oor best io settle on some scheme that iHli be as 
fair* as uui cao inafie it to ail of us ouder our var^'iog conditions. 

The foaTkdations have been UUS and it remains for us to do our p^rt ip 
the building of the edifice. The structure can be adaptedi 1 hnist, to suit as 
far as possible requirements but reinember that no scheme can be successful 
unless built On the strong foundation of Unity and this was rdidly laid in 
liaDgaiore. 

In coticitt&ton. 1 would like to say that it would help matters along if 
an)^ people who have objeetioiis to any proposals rqade would voice them 
now, as iPis only by elimliuttng bad material that we sbaii be able to put 
onr b<m|e in order.” 

Mr. Pand^n moved the following resolution which had been adopted at 
a wc(l»att«oded meeting R the Wynaad Planters’ Association. 

That this Meeting is onaoimous in considering that the lostitution of 
a Labour CornmiBsion for South India is an urgent net^ity, and that the 
members present agree to represent tbe position to their proprietors, recom- 
mending ibeni to allow tlie estates they are in charge of to join tbe scheme 
if it Is fouud that tbe promises of Mlpport iu&lify the establishment of a Com- 
miRslon on the lines stigge^ed in ibe report of the Committee appointed by 
the United Planters’ Assocution of Southern India.” 

Mr. Harding Pascoe, in seconding Mr. Dandison, said thil if i few years 

be had been lold thal Kadaga labour would be leaving the district, hr 
would have laughed. For the last several years he had been much about 
and had found iladagas working a hundred and fifty miles away and Badaga 
women workii^ on rubber estates at practically sea level. This rather tended 
to show that Kadaga labour was drifting away. Then again it was argued 
that the Malayalee would not go away, but now it wa!) found that the 
Malayalee cooly was gohig tnhoth Ceylon and tbe Straits. He said that a 
commission would be of great assistance and would give moral support to 
Maistries in securing coolies in the villages. He gave an instance where his 
maistry brought him his labour a month earlier than the required. On being 
[{uestioned the maistry told him that if he had not secured the men then he 
would -not have been able to^ bring the coolies at all. He said that this 
maistry will sooner or later consider whether it is good enough to go on, on 
these conditions, and that tbe result wilt be that if something is not dmie 
they will be deprived of the whole of their labour. ' 

Mr. Barber at this stage qnoted from tbe .Ceylon Handbook certain 
figures which were very signilicant regards the work done by the Ceylon 
Commission, 

« 

, Mr. Sydenham Clarke then rose to profxjse an amendment. He said 
that he thought that instead Of fixing Ks.2 per acre it would be better to fix 
the fate ptf implied cooly. He estimated that a coffee planter required 
half a cooly per acre apd thetea planter one cooly per acre and therefore it 
would be more equitable if a poll tajc were introduced, rather than on an 
acreage basts. Considerable discussion followed. Mr. ( ockburn alluded 
to the rate of 30 cents per acre prevailing in Ceylon and thought that when a 
amt had been made the rate would come down much lower and probably 
W|M« down to the Ceylon rate. Other speakers pointed out that defioite 
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gumutew had now come’ forward to sojmnhitis tike 8s iM),000 aiKi if another 
bm of calculation were to be adofited, itie As^ocktion woold have to start 
afresh and pcxKinre new guarantees. It was pcanted out that it was ueces' 
sary to have a fixed basis and procure new guarantees. It was pointed out 
that it was neccjwry to have a fixed basis and Mr. Golden remarked that a 
Ke.Lacreage basis with a supplemental poll tax might wtwk better. 

Wr. Barber (hen pomted out that the whole of the money rei)«irt?d 
worked out to but half per cent of the- gross value of pl.uitcrs’ produce ex- 
ported from the Madras Presideucy, which certainly could not be considered 
.high and appealed to members not to consign the Kheinc again to the melt* 
log pot. 

Mr. Deane said he was certain that co1ee areas, with the present slate 
of bug, could not stand the R8,2 per acre basis. 

Mr. Cockburn remarked that his ^tale was between that of Mr. lieanc 
and Mr. Clarke and it was high time that eolfee, which was sp badly bilOm 
with bug, should be replaced with tea. 

A letter was next read from Mr. Nicimisnii, itt which he stated that If 
the acreage rate was fixed at 1 Re. he would advis^^ his cxtaiex jaintiig. It 
was pointed out that here also a mi sunder standing prevailed as to Ks.i 
being the annual rate. 

Mr. Clarke at this stage withdrew his amendment on the understanding 
that R8.2 was not to be the annual payment per acre but tha| it was merely 
a starting guarantee. 

Mr, Dandison's resolution was then put to the vote and carried by 15 
for and 2 against. Various stiggestious for the consideration of the lUecu- 
tive Committee tvere then made, one of which that mcml^Ci* who cauic 
to later shQuld not be allowed to get in cheaply, since they had not purtioi' 
paled in the initial expenses. A proposal was also made by Mr. Ri^tfs, 
as regards the limiting of advance.^. This, mettibcM fbo(}ght. was a matter 
to be dealt by local Associations and tin* nutter was dropped. 

In conclusion, members were asked to let the Executive Cortimitt^ have, 
as early as possible, the acreage of their estates. 

“The Hon’ble Mr. IC. I'. Barber proposed .Mr. 1). I’lkingtofl as a nadibcf 
th 3 Association, -who was duly elected. 

The meeting terminated with a vote of ihaiilur to the chair and to the 
Collector for the use of the room. 


Papers on the Table— ^ 

Planting Gazette, August 1913. 

Year Book of Ceylon Planters’ Assochirimi. 

Catalogue of “ Monkey Jacks." * 

Book os Robber in S. India. t 
Memotwof Dept, of AgricuHare Vul. 1 So. 

Do Vol. HI. No.*^2. * • 

Do Vol. Vi ■ No. 2. 

Agricultural Jonrnal of India, July 1913. 

Dept, of A^cuUure, Madras, Vol. Ill, bulletin, So. 06. 

G.O.’No. 214 dated 18— 7—U, Report on Governmeat BotaoM 
Gardena and Parks. 

G. O. No. 1622^, dated 11—8—13 on the working of the Planlm* Labour 
Act I of 1903. p p barber, ChdfrttKWf. 

j. s. NlC^LLS, Ilony, b'rcntary ’ 



516 


TkE PUHTEftS* CHRONICLE. 


Mor^, AyMM PUfiiMt* AttocUiitali* 

riffiliMif Centra/ MeeUng luU at Balchonnur^ on SeptenUfer 
■ 2SiU, 1913, 

Fkkskxt. — W essr*, E. C. Boltwi, C Danvers, F, W. Might, E. Voang, 
C. P. Keedf G. Footer, L. Mathias, A, F. Evetfa, Ma/or 
Hicketts, T. Hunt (FVendent), W, H. Reed (H<»Ofary Secre< 
ta^). Hy Proxy ; E. W. Fowke, J. Pai$, E, Lund, D. Mathias. 
VUiton I Captain KIcketta, Mr. i. Sal^nba. 

Honorary Sicretai^'a Report & Acco«/i/s.--OentleBjen,'”ld layin^t ' 
before you the Accounts for the past year I have to remark thiU since the 
last Aoni^al Genial Meeting no ofoxi States have joined. There are now 54 
Instates on the Rc^ls, representing 10,460 acres. Subscriptions amoauting to 
K|.290 '8 0 for five Estates are stfil^ due. The Income for (he past year 
aiiipunts tp Rs,4,9J9-U-0. Against this there is an Expettditure of 
K8.4,I9^^-J.7 leaving a surplus balance of K5,74I-7‘5 on the year's #orking. 

The funds at the cr^tt of the Association amount to a ftoating balauce 
of R8.2,9U.9'0 and^ Ks.-mKK) on deposit with the Natlona) Bank. 

Benevolent Fund. —I have remitted Rs.UO to (be SecretafVt C, P. A. 
S. L There is still a balance of Ks.60 due by subscribers. 

* ^ * 

1 beg to submit my resignation of the HoutK^ry Secretaryship. 

president' t Addres*. — Gentlemen,— 1 will not detain >t)U long. 1 
only proposeto tell you abdbt a few matters th^it have engaged the attention 
of lhe Association taring fl»e past few months. Delegates from- the three 
Associations interviewed the Dewan about the proposed Labour Act, and 
some iinail niodHlcali(^#,4vere, suggested. 

X meettug.of the Council of Mysore Planters’ Associations was^ held 
in Bangalore tan Au^'ust, h( which the Scientific Officer and the Mynore 
Ass^ani were present. Disappoint men t was expressed by the Members at 
the progress tnade in Agricnttnral experiments, elc., especially tbeexpertf 
nyents witb*regard to ‘*Papk Kot.” 

l*w\\\ address you later on on the Labour Commission scheme. 

1 have to thank you fo% having done me the honour of electing me as 
your Presideut for the paA y^r, and now beg to tender my resignation. 

'Income Tax, —This was fully discussed, and it was decided " That the 
imposition of an Income Taj^as suggested and passed* at the Economic 
Conference, doest^t meet with the approval of this Association and the 
Dussarah Peltate to inKruoted to oppose the same.” 

J^honr Gommis&ion^^AlttT a. fong discussion and after the Freakletit 
had expl^ned tho method of working of a Labour CommUdlon, the follow - 
iiig Kesotetionwas put from the Chair;— 

(1) *' That tbisr Association is In favour of supporting the Lobnar 
Commilsioo scheme, but thab it is not only advisable but absoiutely TOces- 
sary that further infoi^Aion as i^ards working details be cltcuiated aa 
speedily as poS^ble, for the benefit ed Members fwho have not attended 
meetings) and non-members>wbo arc quite in the dark as to the methods of 
wotilbg a Labour Commls^n, ’ 
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(Z) Tbe following Ameo^meot ww proposed hf Mr.'E, C Bdton aud 
s«;w»dedbyMf.C.KReed:~ * 

** Thtt in view of Ihe present depressed ^tate of the Coffee Mirket end 
the eight aoDa subscription at present paid by the iiierabefs, also the pro' 
po^ Urge increase in coolies pay, this Association does not see Us way to 
support the Labour Coinmission on the very expensive lines drawn up by 
the Committee appointed by the U, P, A," 

The above Amendment was put to tbe Meeting and lost 


Tbe following Amendment was proposed by Mr. Lun^ and seconded 
'by Mr. Bonner : “Considering the imporUnce of the Labour question, 
Association retiuires more information as to the benefit Mysore would derive' 
from tbe Labour Comtnission, and it is resolved that a Coiiiiuiltee 

be appointed to enquire into the desirability of supporting fhc Scheme and 
report to an Extraordinary Meeting of the Association to be bdd ^ au early 
date,*’ 

This Amendment was put to the Meeting and lost. 


The original Resolution was then put and parried by a large rntjority. 
lAihour This was very fully discussed and a petidoo higuttl 

bv 58 estate labour suppliers, asking for an increase of pay to coolies was 
read. It was decided that the matter of raisiag coolies’ pay iamediatejy bo 
left over until the next Quarterly Meeting in December next, w as to enable 
members to fully consider the matter. 

RoaiU and Conmunications.’-A petition signed by many4and‘Owhers 
and rvots resident in t le Mudigerc and Koppa Taluks, reffrring to the imma- 
sable Elate of the Magoondi-Kalasa and the Ualcbole-nasiicaily Roads, wai 
read, ^ * 

The Association complained about tho state of these roads at the meet- 
ioe held in December last, and the subicct was representefl to Govern- 
.lent on lanuary 6lh. Their reply dated Dsl January ^ays that the utaVlrr 

will bu referred to the Chief Engineer and ITesidcut of the Kadur Dl^ftd 

Bbia. i 

Tt w^ decided that the petition be forwarded to the proper aulhonties, 
and that it is strongly supported by tbe Association. 

Ceiifral *l/<Tiiurc U^orts.-A litter from,thc Deputy Conimissioucf, 
Haasan District, asking if planters were likely to; support Manure Works 
started in Hassan. Reply ; This Associatwn ^mks it advisable to point 
olt that to obUiQ support from European planters it would be mcc^mxk 
to: , 

(1) Supply Manures under a guarantee as/o parity. 

(2) The Works would have to be sure of a steady and gcrlain supply. 

meet with considerable support from flaotcrs, ^ 

Elution of OJHcc f?errrers*-This resulted in the elccUou of Mr. T, 
HunC Present and Mr, W. H. Read, Honorary Se^r^ary. 
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^ RIlivtroy P^antm* AMOciatto^. 

Procet^iaUB of the Annual General Meeting of the Shevaroy Planlen' 
A$sociaiion held at the Victoria Roomt^ Yercaudt 
on SOth September^ t9I3. 

Febsbnt — j, r, Bedford, C. S. Messrs. S. Campbell, B. Cayley, E. 

4 Dickins. H. Dickina, H. Dyer, K. A. Gilby, K. Goinpertz, Paul 
Goubieat, S, M. Hight, A* B. Kundaswamy. C. G. Lecbler, W. 
J« Lccbler, J. C, Large, C. Rabin, W, Uahm, Kevd, Fatber 
Rochet, B* N< Short, C. K. Short, F. D. Short. L. B. Short, 
E, VV, Sb(Mrt, fc. Sans G. Turner, H» Whittle, Pringle Waldeck 
and Cb. Dickins (HcMKMrary Secretary). Mrs. F, Campbell by 
be* proxy Mr. Gilby, Mr. D. S. Robinson by his proxy Mr. C. 
Kabm, and Mr. F. P^ge by his proxy Mr. C. Dickins. 

(D The Notice calling the Meeting was taken as read. 

(J) The f*ate Afr. IV, IV, Hj|?/it,-“The Chairman on opening the 
meeting paid he felt it his sad duty to retcr to the loss the Association had 
sustained 4>y (he sudden and unexpected death of Mr. William Might, who 
was well known in the community. He was asportman and a good fellow and 
>yas for inanv years a meiiiber of the Association. He (elt sure the Ulc 
Mr. W, Highrs death would be felt by all attd moved the following re- 
sotution which was seconded by Mr. J. C. Large and carried unanimously, 

“That this Association write to Mrs, Might expressing its deepest^ 
sympathy with her in her sad loss and also to bis brother Mr. S. .M. Might.*’ 

the l^6oiir SSI on Sc he me.— After a long deljute on the sub- 

ject the fotlowipg proposal was made by Mr. G. Turner Mid seconded by 
Mr. C, Kahjii : 

That in the opinion of this meeting the institution of a Labour Coin- 
luistiiun for S. India on the lines suggested in the report of the Coimnirtee 
uppointeikby the U. P. A. S. 1. is a most desirable aiiJ urgent measure and 
that it agrees to strongly Support the scheme.” 

Result of VofiMg.— 24 for. Against 3 vis., Messrs, j. C. Large, A, B. 
Kundaswamy, F. Pegge. MesSrs. Bedford, Sans, and Waddcck did not vote. 

t 

Mr, E. Large wrotef in ^stating that he had referred the matter to his 
proprietor at Home and anticipated .a reply in the athrinative. 

(3) Dch^atc'sitcport.’^'Mr. Turner read his report, emphasising the 
fact (hat every mpmher of the Association should provide himself with a 
copy of the C. V. A. S. l. l^ocecdiiigs. 

Proposed by Ml? C. G. Lechler,and seconded by Mr, B. Cayley .ind 
carried uii^nhnously : ‘ That Mr Turner be thanked for representing this 
Assodauon at the C. P.A. S. I. Meeting, and for bis interesting report— also 
that the same be printed.” 

14} Honorary Sccrc/nry’s The Honorary Secretary read 

his A nnnak Report aqd ^tateineht of Accounts. The Accounts w*ere exa- 
mined by Messrs. H. Short and (*. Rahrn and found correct. 

Proposed by Mr. B. Short and seconded by Mr. G; Turner and carried 
ljuaoittiously : “ That the Hooorary Secretary be thanked for his rejrart and 
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tb^t *»n)e W« printed tc^tber wilb sUteiueol of AccoouU for dlstribu. 
tifl| MOODist tbe members.'* 

(3) R^pmriui of Machinery, (f-c.-Ktv»d lelter dated 7-9 igu from 
Mr. A. C. Nicholson with rcfcrcn« to repiiring ol machluer>% pujpei^ 4c 
4c., executed on the Hawthorn Estate from Jsi October. * ’ 

(6J Smait Consiiimuenis of Gooih-nefivery of, to renidmis oh 
the Shevaroy Resolved: “That ihe Honorary Secmarj' be in- 

quested to thank the General Traffic .Manajjer, S. I. R., for his letter G O 
401/15 dated HHh September, 1913,“ 

• 

(7) Re Correshofuknce of 16.4-1913 published in P. C. of thM 
tree*,— Read letter No 200 dried l8-9- 1 9] J addressed to this AsMcUtion 
from Mr. D. Daly. 

Resolved : “ That the Honorary Secretary be requested to Inform Mr. 
Daly that the Association would write to the Editor, Planters' ChrowiWr, 
asking him if he will publish all Mr, Daly's correspondence addressed to 
the Association dating from 16th May 1913 if so, to do so." 


(8) Alteration of nlU 9 of the S, P. A “Mr. Bedford moved (he fol- 
lowing motion, which was seconded by Mr. R. A Gilby and carried unani- 
mously : “ That Committee meetings be held e^Try quarter between each 
quarterly meeting, in subaiitutioo for rule 9." 


<91 Election of Office Bearers : The following Committee was elected 
jor the coming year; - , 

ilessrfi. K. D. Short, 

S. M. Hight, 

C. Kabul, 

C. G. Lechier, 

W. Rahm, 

G Turner, 

Revd. Father Rochet, 

aud Mr. C. Dickins was ananttiiously elected Honorary Secretary. 


( 10 ) 

meeting. 


Vote of T/rnnks,— A vote of thanks to the Chair terminated tbe 

CHas. DICKINS, 

Hony. Secy., S. P. A. 


Kanan Devan Planter*^ Attoolation. 

At the Extraordinary General Meeting of the above Association 
on September 27th, 1913, the following Resolution wa? unauimouily agreed 
to:— 

“That this Association 15 in favour of any scheme that will tend to 
reduce rates of advances and reduce and regulate competition for co^iw In 
South India, bm is not in a positbn to decide for or against proposed h. t. 
Labour Commission, and that therefore the scheme be referred to all Pro- 
prietors of Estates in the Pistrict," 
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OORRBSPOHDEHCE 

Goveromeot of IiidU» 

Department of Revenue and AgHcoftare, 
(Agri:) 

F.'om 

Simlat the 30th Septemberi 1913. 

F. Noyce, Eeq,, I. C. S., 

Under* Secret ary to the Government of India, 

To 

The Secretary, 

United Planters* Association of Southern India. 

‘Sir,-! am directed to acltnowled^e with thanks the receipt of ymir 
letter No. 15 dated the 17th September, 1913. with which you forwarded a 
copy of Kesolntion carried at the Annual Meeting of the United Planters’ 
Association of Southern India, advocating in view of the presence of Green 
Hug in Coffee Estates in Southern India, the introduction of some form of 
internal pejt Act in order to strengthen the hands of the scientific staff 
employed in stamping out the pest The resolution further suggests that 
before any general Pest Act becomes law, its provisions should be submitted 
to the United Planters* Association for consideration and report. 

• 2. With reference to the latter jwrtion of the resolution. I am to say 

that a copy of the Bill to prevent the introduction into British India of any 
insect, Fungus or other pest which is or may be destructive to crops, and of 
the statement of Objects and Reasons, has. it is understood, been forw-arded 
to you by the Secretary to the Government of India iOj^be Legislaliv** 
Department and that Government of India will be pleascawb consider any 
suggestions which the United Planters* Association may wish to offer. It 
is requested that any communication in regard to the ill may be addressed 
to (be Secretary to the Government of India in the Legislative Department. 

1 have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Vour most obedient Servant, 
r. Noyck, 

Under 'Secretary. 


The Editor. 

fhe Planters' Chronicle. 


Meppadi, September 30th, 1913. 


Bangalore. 

TM Labour Problam. 

Dear Sr, — I have read Mr. Mead's very able letter with much interest. 
I regret the view he takes of the proposed Labour Commission, m<we 
especially as what he says on -other connected subjects appears so very 
Miuod. 

Afr. Afead's statement of some of (he causes of our present (roubles is 
perfectly correct: but in his enumeration 1 think 'that he has left out one 
Urge factor, and that is the lack of. combination among planters on this alb 
important matter that has hitherto existed. The proposal to -estabHsb a 
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Somh IndU is an attempt to rtmedy 

tbift oetea. 1 lie Delegates at thisyear^j I , KA &. 1 nmm njit 

men Hkefy to follow a biiud lead. Many »»ere new comers. influcatUl niea 
inttor Di^lawbo were there to deiu.nd a remedy for their Uboor 
troubles which were becoming intolerable. 

In my opening address I specially askrd for criticism of anv scheme 
that might be pot forward, and even if Mr Mead’s criticism w d«tnictii-e 
it 18 much prrferable to what I have called the ’’ let the*-fool talk attlltide " 
which might have allowed bia Association to promise support to the Com- 
missiOT and then to find that half its acreage stood om. The old method 
of calling cveprone who differs from the Chairman and the Plairtlng Member 
a putrefying idiot silences criticism, rtiulti plies votes against you, amt leaves 
you drivelling about ‘’ingratitude” for the rest of your time. 1 think that when 
Mr. Mead sees his letter in print it may occur to him that Ms arguments 
sometimes destroy one another. At any r ite 1 hope he will come to the 
December Meeting ready to thrash the matter out. 


Is Mr. Mead pleased with the present Labour position ? Kvidenily not, 
for he admits the necessity of some aclion. and of the eslabli»hmcnt of 
District Labour Commissions. This would. 1 thitik, be a mistake. The 
Assistant Commi-ssioners stationed, as it is propo.se<l ihey sh.!!! be, in the 
various recruiting Districts under the control olThf' Commissioner and the 
U P. A. S. 1., will work on a system and for a common object. Whereas 
under Mr. Mead's ‘scheme there might be .t or -1 men in a small space 
* competing with one another as well as wnh their overseas rivals and the 
evil would only be intensified. The Commission will certainly not hr able 
to do away witl^omperition, but one of its duties will be to regulate ft. 

There is another consideration that should not he lost sight of. The 
District Commissions would have no status comparable to that of .a combined 
one, or that of the Ceylon Conitnission. 

I venture to say that Mr. Mead is wrong in stating that recruiting for 
Districts is confined to /ones. It may have been >to a few yp.ars ago, J^nt 
the increased competition aided no doubt by the constant shifting of Super- 
intendents to which he alludes has brought about a complete change. South 
Canara people who used to work exclusively in Mysore now go to Malabar, 
Cochin and Travancore as well as Wyn.iad. Cangs of Hadugas come 
fo Wynaad. The Canarese w'ho used to work here and in the Nilgiris are 
going to the Anamatais. 

Any Wynaad Estate used to be able to count on getting a fair number 
of Coimbatore coolies who came in towards the end of July. That source 
of supply has completely dried np. The coolies seem to have been drawn 
away to Ceylon, the Straits, Cochin and the Anamatais. In other Districts 
I believe a similar mix up has occurred. 

As foe what Mr. Mead says about his preference for sending the planter 
to do bis Own recruiting, he is the Manager of a large Company with a nuoi' 
her of European Assistants, and has Avery right to his own opinion. One 
does not want to advertise or magnify one's own troublea. But the Tea 
Planter short of coMies, struggling to'kecp up with hLs flush, driving his 
pluckers out 7 days a week and with his factory working 16 hours w more 
in the 24. simply cannot leave the Estate to go and bunt tip coolie* and 
M^strfos tn theii villages, 
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loumot sM wbat reacoa Mr. Mead has for tbiokto^^^^ thi^ u a 
near prospect of our Utboor diffictiHies disappeanng- Tea bas been c^)eo^ 
largely, and rubber enoniioiuiy, hi tbe last few year«. Booui or oo booin, 
tea will have to be plucked aud the rubber tapped If robber prices 
reoudo a» they are, or go lower, expenses Mfill have to be cut dowu and 
cooties wofked harder. That will lead to more trouble. }f prices impro\e 
conMderably there will be more opening. U seems to me that this is no time 
to let matters slide. 

U any improvement can be effected in the Labonr Commission scheme 
as published, the Executive Committee will welcome suggestions, and as [ 
have said, we hope that Mr Mead will come to Bangalore and hdp us with 
his advice. 

Meanwhile, there is the U. P. A. S. I. scheme. Mr. Mead and I know 
all the mhn who drew it up. For my part 1 have a great respect for their 
opinioDB. The cost has been said to be too great. But even for the hist 
year, which will be the moat expentive, four poutids of coffee or “ common ' 
tea, or one pound of rubber per acre will pay for it. It may mean the saving 
of the Planting Industry. If merely as a sporting proposal we ask Mr. Mead 
and other doubters to give it a trial. , 

Yours faithfully, 

C E. Abbott. 


The Editor, 

TJte Planicm* Oh rant cU, 

Bangalore. 


5th October, 1913. 


Uiboui* Commiftston, 

Sir, —While disagreeing in toto with the criticisms of the proposed 
Labour Commission contained in Mr. Mead’s letter of the 22nd nlto,, his 
idea of District Commissions is particularly unfortunate The chief object 
of a Commissioner will be to organise and hold things together, if necessary 
(o arbitrate, and if Mr. Mead is laughing now at the constant quarrels and 
complaints that one district is getting more for its money than another" 
which be foresees as the result of muted Labour Commi^ion, he will pro- 
bably go Into hysterics if he thinks over the effects of the constant quarrels 
and complaints, &c., which would be the inevitable result of a District 
Commission scheme, such as he suggests. 


To Mr. Mead's objection to a Commissioner, and incidentally to the 
Labour Commission scheme, on the ground of expense, 1 should like to 
.ask him if he knows, or has made enquiries, what it costs to run any sort of 
private cotnmissUn. Rs.2 an *acre, and that probably for the first year 
only, may seem a lot of money, but it is cheap compared with the cost of a 
orivute commission, and 1 venture to think it will be considerably cheaper 
and quite as effective as a District Coiuiuisaiuii scheme such as he favours. 
Wynaad. Estates employ Caiiarese, ^uth Canara coolies, Coimbatore and 
Erode Tamils and Malabar MalaudPtrns. Ehjes Mr. Mead think that a 
Commission run by the . District ^%>*uaad, unless it was on as large a 
scale as the U. P. A. S. I. Comini|pion scheme proposes to be, could possibly 
keep in touch with, and work iaiisfaotonly over, such a large aiea, and 
lit a less cost per acre to the estates joining. 
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I t^ertW^oogst oui^mwhat we want tcfrlitiiinafe as far as po*. 
s*teia \Vcbav«qnU« eiJOHsh to compete againsi milm 

SIraiU tnd C^lon, and it seems to me that (he scheme of independent l)is- 
siicb R9 Mr* wotilcj cTCt^ft coiupC'tihou I 

do not thbifc the proposed Labour Comtnissirm Scheme would in »nv wav 
hinder a diebdet, while has recruited ahn^wt wholly from one cenire in ihe 
pwt, from doing so in the future, and I think that what Mr. Mead has lost 
sight of is* that (his proposed Labour Commission Scheme will not bt a 
rerroiting agency. It will be a If an king, lor warding and Helping Agency, 
iu fact almost everything except n recruit ijjg agency, 

2 am. .Sir, 

Yours faithful iy, 

W. LvtKiiTT Uow.S'ais. 


Thft Labour Problom. 

The EorroR* 

The Planters' Chrontcle, 

Bargaforc. 

Sir,— I am tired of seeing my name in the ClironieU ami inar.y will 
doubtleus say “ What ! Danvers again ?’' but I crave yniir and tlmir indul- 
gence once more, as I should like to make an appeal to my brother plantriw. 

First, let me welcome Mr. Mead, who sent a racy letter U?t week : atid 
who would have thought that the Rose of iiaciuess could rear its head »» 
the thorny wilderness of the Labour Problem ? It was also a very char.ic(r- 
ristic letter, and made me lee] pleasantly as if J had met .Mr, Mtad again. 

I would like to follow hini through his paras, as that will lead up to my 
appeal. 

Leg/s/rtfio«, — Mr. Mead is unquestionably right in his view of tln?^, 
and in his conclusion (hat no Act can be framed which j.-5 of anv use lo the 
planter ; only 1 would substitute satisfactory"— for " any." NV<‘ must h.ave 
legislation for the *' excrescences"'— the tlfshone-Uies attached to ilic buKiurjis 
of labour sapplying. As to .Act I, with extradition, i am indei d an nnwib 
ling convert ; the sort of convert the Inquisition used to make with racks 
and Wling oil. Latradiiiou is necessary, I think (unless (he Labour Com 
mission goes through) for though those in the enjoytuent of it are not 
immune from bad debts, are they prepared to say (hat the bad debts would 
not increase if extradition wore withdrawn - V^'cr since Act I came on the 
scene I have maintained that 50% of its ^a)iJe would be dissipated by Pohoe 
sbort'Comings, while all of its objectionable features would retnain, and it 
would tend to lessen, moreand ujore, our personal influence with our labour, 
UU the spirit of 1913 dealing with nndovoloped creatures of the HeolUhic 
Age ; it is a comparison of unlike kinds ; atJd it is ,1 stone when we asked 
for bread. But it may bring extradition, and if this is not all that some 
faucies paint, it will act as some sort of check on ttntmujjled rogccry. 

Our views are all coloured by local circiiiti stances, and I have not heard 
of any village tribunal in our recruiting grounds which seitlcst anything aa 
between niaistry and cooly j these disputes arc freciuently brought to (he 
hastate Manager whose time is taken up by attempting to unravel complex 
tissues of lies, . , , ^ t a 

Mr. Richardson's was “ truly an mj'ful confession,' but he rwogm^ed 
things as they are and wished for reasr^Sable safe guard i Mr. Mead tells ns 
what we ought, to be, But even auppdttng that perfection existw aitiong 
planters, we know it does not among recniitcrs ; the planter |b often ^c- 
^ted with cot^es supposed to be legllimatcly recruiCed but who nave been 
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crimped from another ffnauitry, and be^^^Knfs so more than hie man ie|]g 
him. In oar own district we settle these m^tov by cmqiurim &oe to face 
— but how is tbU to be done when the cotrfies have gmie beyo^ tins bmind- 
ary? At temptations increase and faciHHes for avoiding performance of 
contract aUo increase, surely it it necessary to take some ineasnreor other. 
The best we can, though the balance of profit may be snmlL BtU we might 
do without Act 1, as 1 hope to show. 

Skortagfi of Labour and ih Causes — What Mr. Mead says and«rthU 
h«d it very sound — only t am not sure that there never bias been any 
crimping; and aS to the F. M. S, I beard that they intended from 1st 
October not to reduce pay but to increase ta^s 25%. 1 am sure 1 hope 
that this is true, and the Government of Madras may enquire or not as it 
likes. In any case It coimts for ns, 

proposed Labour Commission.— Thin in my opinion Is the soundest 
scheme that the planters of S. India have ever bad, and I tender by unstinted 
congratulations to the originators and frainersof it whether it carries through 
or whether it fails from want of support. It is not yet perfect, no doubt ; 
but perfection, like confidence, is a plant of slow growth, and changes can 
be made as tune and experience suggest. Again I will follow Mr. Mead. 

I, lam mostly with him here. It is to the snb'diyisions that we mu^t 
look for our greatest help and 1 would like to see the Agents of those sub- 
divisions paid on a more liberal scaie, while the central agent be correspon- 
dingly reduced. But I think it advisable to have a central bead as it wilt 
tend to greater cohesion and co-operation between the sub-divisions, which 
to my mind is the essence of the scheme. Disconnected agencies may de- 
velop jealousies or at least rivalries, and as the chief value of the agency lo us 
in'Mysore wilt be not the recruiting of labour but the recovery of such has 
bolted to outside our own sphere of infiiience, it is to us entirely necessary 
that there should be homogeneity and co-operation in the Labour Commis- 
sion spheres ; without this the Commission will lose value, and I doubt if it 
would be extensively supported, 

3. 4. S& 6 are not very imporU:4t prints for discussion here. It wiil 
take the Commission all iU time if it is going to see that every inaistry uses 
his advaucea for legitimate purposes— but no doubt some go^ will accrue, 
and the intentions are excellent. 

7. This will be of value to a good many, for circumstances vary. • 

8. Mr. Mead evidently agrees with this, a very strong point iu the 
scheme. 

9. Each agency can confine itself to the attractions of its own dis- 
trict or districts, and can probably advertise bcttc^^dhan an Association. 

10. Some may be able to go when and where they like, but many 
cannot and 1 think this clause sound. 

II. Same applies. 

12. I don't want to laugh at ali! Mr. Mead foresees the human element 

stepping in and consequent quarrels and complaints. Human nature is so, 
and what can a poor Labour Commissioner do to alter it ? But we can try 
to promote harmony and good-Vill, even if some insist on striking discordant 
notes. If a man in Travancore gives up my bolted coolies, I shall be very 
willing to give up bis ; and the agency will be a powerful factor in aiding 
people to keep to the narrow path of honesty and straight deaiing. On this 
the- whole thing depends. . 

13, - 1 echo Mr. Mead's ** How ^ you cannot do away with competition." 
It is a common thing with us for the richer au(^Iiers to use their own moucy 
as welt as the Estate advance, and so out-bid poorer suppliers. Conipetitiou 
all along the line I 
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14, I bavf loft no money to spo&k of for IS v-eir*. hut 
iftw*J of wh*t the future holds without this L^b<Hir Commisskm 

Now,^e L^ur Committee has unfortunately not published its idea of 
how the ^eioe wlU be worked, and mamy are in doubt as to whether it wHl 
be to thet advantage to join. We undersUnd that maistries will be advanced, 
thropsh the agency and labour more or less kept on the rails : but we have 
bad no official information on what to ns is the peal Idea. We have been 
nn^offidally told that if labour goes to the wrong place it will be recovered 
by the Commission and set on its proper path ; if a raaistry and his gang 
after Uking advances from Travancore go to Wynu4,t^Soperintendent <3 
the harbonriug Estate will be requested to send them -and he will do 
so. If they go to their village, the agent will get them back, or hurry them. 

This is what appeals to me t 

Let ns all Join the Labour Commission — let us all sign an agreement to 
return coolies that we have- no right to -and Act I and other IcgtsUtion may 
be left alone. The agent can ascertain, or be informed, where coolies have 
gone— most maistries know where their coolies have bolted to. It wUl stop 
the taking of advances by maistries io two places— it will keep the cooly 
from being claimed (as he is in South Canara) by 3 or 4 maistries -it will 
ke»p us all, employers, recruiters, and coolies, in the ** narrow path of 
honesty’'— it w*7i tend to promote laarmony and good-will among the great 
majority —above all. if whole-h^rtedly worked It will save ns (at any rate 
for some time) from that “ sharp hooked bundle of dry feathers,” that com- 
pares of unlike kinds, that destroyer of personal influence. Act I of 1913. 

Brother Planters, can we not do this? It is easy— it is honest— it Is 
politic -and 1 think it will ^ cheap. Still wc must face competition— still 
our rates will probably go up ; but though wc may advance more highly and 
pay more highly, we should be able to feel more secure our dear-bought 
labour coming in. 

The tendency of all clever and sarcastic minds is towards criticism— 
Mr. Mead has criticised, in and I appeal to him to now turn his talents to 
constnictiveness. Will he, coiiinjnction with other experienced friends, help 
the Labour Commission towards fruition and perfection by helpful suggest 
tions ? Without the aid of such as be the scheme will work Imp^ectly, and 
cause will be gi^^en to the scoffer to blaspheme. 

Somefhriig tnu&t be done\ here and there conditions may now be 
favourable, but they cannot remain so. Here is a scheme which, if worked 
in the right spirit, should be a boon and a blessing; here is an opportunity to 
“ combine " to our own great advantage, moral, mental, and financial, and 
with distinct eventual advantage to the cooly also. Can we ntH 
advantage of it ? Are we to confess ourselves feckless and un prescient ? and 
are we to revolve eternally in a vicious circle of appeals to Government for 
l^islatioa one time and condemnation of alt Ij^islation another ? 

^’ours faithfully, 

C. Danvers. 


Labour. 

Sir, I have read with much interest the letters recently appearltm in 
the PianterB' Chronicle on this subject. I think it is a good sign 
matter is receiving more attention in your columns and I hope htberMore 
that my crude remarks may pass the censorship. '■■iS 

It seems to me that the first questions to be asked m atteraptnn to sdve 
this problem are: Wbat are the chief dMouliics w be met? Is it possible 
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to oretctme (base ? If not, cao an^bio^ be done to lasaeo tbem w mhif^e 
tbe evU aod, if so, what is the best tnoc^ of procedore ? 

Of coone I recofpiiaetbat (bare are complicatiims and side but 
when we aat dealis^ with a complicated case it is osoal to tiy and rmoove 
(be most serious symptom, m* Audition, first. 

I take it therefore that the answer to tbe first question may be pat 
somewhat io this shape : A shortage o( labour at rates which make cair 
produce remunerative, or a disru’ganised state of available labour leading to 
reduced (x vanishing profits." 

Let os sappose for a moment that there is sufficient labour available in 
South ludia tomeet our requirements, tbe next question appears to be— Can 
tbe grower of any particular product afford to pay a higher wage than the 
growers of other products, or is there any di^rict so favourably situated that 
it can afford to outbid another ? If so, the laws of supply apd demand come 
into play at once and tbe product, or district, which cao affc^ to pay highest 
gets its r^uirements served first ; no commission in tbe world is gmng to 
alter this. 

That such a state of matters does exist Is undoubted, and it is this, 
added to the varied local conditions in tbe different recruiting grounds, 
that has made tbe situation so cmnplicated, apart from fore^n competition. 

Mr. Danvers tells ns that be is assured Coffee is going to be tbe first of 
our products to goto tbe wall—but even Coffee is not going to the wall without 
a struggle, and supposing laige areas of Coflee are abandonedtbere are exten* 
sions nnder other products here and in other countries, while industrial 
concerns are springing up and expanding to absorb any labour released, so 
tbe position is not likely to improve even for those stronger branches of the 
Industry. I think, therefore, it is safe to assume that our difficulties will 
remain and probably increase. 

The prMitct which bolds the strongest position to day may again have 
its period of depression and. unfortunately, these adjustments as between 
the Producer and Consumer are generally slower and do not always corres- 
pond with a conflict between Capital and Labour which is sharper and its 
effect more immediately felt. We are dealing with agriculture. 

Now, is it possible to completely overcome our difficulties? No-ver> 
well — but can nothing be done to put things on a sounder footing ? Ves. 
surely - How ? One man says " stop emigration," another Kestrict exten- 
sions"— "Do away with advances; “ Have extradition " Let the weak 
go to the wall " Raise wages,” etc., etc.,— Raise wages ! Oh yes, we are 
going to raise wages ail right whether we like it or not, bu^ this alone is not 
going to relieve tbe pressure for any length of time, it is simply fcrflowing tbe 
law of supply and demand, just as the weak going to the wall is a law of 
nature. 

Mr. Mead lays great emohasis on Competitiont which be says " is 
ever present in any business," as a cause of our trouble. True— and wbat 
is tbe result h) most cases whevi competition gets to that stage when it 
threatens to ruin an industry ? A combination of t;i/erexis Is there any 
combination among planters in this respect ? None— therefore, I say the 
most serious svmpton of tbe case is— tack of combination. 

If my argument is sound Ibis can be remedied. But wbat is the best 
way of proceeding ? Sorely by having a Special Labour Department under 
the U. P. A. S. I, Combine first in establishing this, then consider minor 
proposals such as Mr. Mead’s to have 9^;>arate district Agencies, or CoiO' 
mittees to deal with different products. ^ 

To admit that the case is complicated, or that one p^uct (X dtstrict 
is in a stronger position than another, isAot to say that recruiting and 
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IV 


advaudi^ should oot be regulated and protected, and 1 bold that a central 
OT iXHOblned Agency is the best way of doing this. Separate agencies would 
do little, I believe, to stop intcrdistrici troubles, nor would a uumbfv of 
nii»or agencies be able to cope with foreign compelitioo in the santc way 
as a combined department under the U. P. A. S. 1, 

As to the CMt— what is Rs.6 per acre spread over i yean coii^tared 
with the capital involved, nr for that matter with the advances issued to 
maistries? The Committee’s draft scheme is a ver>’ nmgh one. it was 
never supposed to be more than a mere indic.itio!t of a line which might be 
followed, developed and modihed to suit the needs of the case is these become 
clearer. Mr. Meed’s contention that different districts have their own re- 
cruiting centres seems to me to strengtheit the case for a central couiuiiasioa. 
Is it not a fact that these centres are now beiug tapped by other districts, 
to say notbiug of foreign competition ? 

Mr. Mead appears to be shocked that we should rc([uire tg protect (mr- 
selves from crimping among ourselves, t am very glad to learn thatV man 
of Mr. Mead’s experience is able to look .Tt ihings iiuhat light. I am sorry 
to say ! am obliged to take Mr. Richardson's view, and it is well to remember 
'* how oft the means to do ill deeds makes iil dn^s dune 

With what Mr. Mead says us regards (he iiwniicr in which Labour is 
worked I fully agree. Hen geiierntly arc not, in my opinion, in such inti- 
mate touch with their labour as they used to be. and I find both LalHmr 
and Subordinate Staff very un settled another argument in favour of com- 
bination among Owners. 

It seems not quite fair to blame wcRldn' Companies, as Mr. Mead does, 
for their ignorance with regard to opening land ; presumably they are gtiide^l 
by gentleinen on the spot who report for them, and if the seriousness of the 
Labour question has been ininimised it is hurdlyihe fault of the Companies. 

Yours faithfully, 

Gko. L. Ovscan. 


No. 875 of 1913. 


Office of the Planting ICxpert, 
Bangalore, 

7th f)ctobcr, 1913. 


The Editor, 

Planters' Chronicle, 

Bangalore, 

Seotfontal MenClngs, 

Sir —With reference to the excellent suggestion made m the last para- 
graph of Mr. Mead’s letter published in your issue of 27th September, I beg 
S ^ind vour readers of a similar suggestion which I had the honour to 
putTrward at the Annual Meeting of tne U. P. A. S. I. In 911, "‘me ly ttot 
Lctional Meetings should be held each year .n '“"' “'I'f ‘ 
together n.en from gronps of Districts to discuss special siib|ccls in which 

"’'\^fvi:ws on"’tb"e s"hen e,pre»sed.wili be found in .he 
Pane 549, and .lie tub test of ihc 

giving effect to those views will be found on page 556 This re^twn 
Kh carted has evidently been forgotten, a fate which is 
parmtly by a large number of the resolutions passed at Annual Meetings 

o'"-' I remain, Sir, 

Voors faithfally, 

RUPOLPH D, ANS'MtAD, 

flrnm 
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.FIrtT ACT. 

Till D«itmiotlv« InMMs mnd P^mtm tFiS 

Tbis Hill M th« outcome of representations made by the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce as lonf; as 1906. In 19t0 the Government uf 
Madras a»k^ for the views of the C. P. A. S. 1. upon the subject and it 
may be remembered that a number of ieiters from different public bodies 
to^ber with a note by the Sclentftc Officer weie published In the pages of 
the Chronicle IV p, 497}, In November 1911 a special Committee of 
experts, of whom the Scientific Officer was one, met at Fusa to consider 
the matter and advise Government as to the form of l^isiation necessary. 
In 1912 the Scientific Officer wrote a number of articles in the Chronicle 
dealing In detail with the subject and describing the working of Pest Acts 
in general (Scientific Officer’s Paper CIXJ and at last the Government have 
before them a Bill which gives the power to control the importation into 
British *lndia of articles likely to cause infection to crops. ^ In a recent Lsne 
the speech made by Sir Kdward Maclagan when inti^ucing this Act into 
the Imperial Cofincib at Simla was published, and we are now able to 
publish the actual text of the Act which is as follows: — 

A Bill to prevent the introduction into British India of any insect, fungus 
or other pest, which is or may be destructive to crojJs. 

» 

Whereas it is expedient to make proviiiion for preventing the introdne- 
tioD into British India of any insect, fungus or other pest, which is or may 
be destructive to crops It is hereby enacted as follows:— 

1, Short fiWc*— This act may be called The Destructive Insects and 
Pests Act, 1913. 

2, In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the 
subject or context,— 

(/t) “ caops” includes all agricnlt^at or horticultural crops, and trees 
or bushes; ■ 

(6) import’* nu^ns the bringing or taking by sea or land; and 

(c) “ infection” means infection by any insect, fungus or other pest 
injuTious to a crop. , ' 

3. Power of Covernor-Genernl in Council to re^nlote or prohibit 
the itnPorl of articles likely to infect,— ih The Governor'General in 
Council may, by notific^Uion in the Oaz^tieof India, prohibit or regulate, 
subject to such restrictions and conditions us he may impose, the import 
into British India, or any part thereof, or any specified place therein, of any 
article class of articles likely to cause infection to any crop. 

(2) A notification under this section may specify any article or class of 
articles, either generally or in any particular manner, whether with reference 
to tlm country of origin, or the route by which’ imported or otherwise. 

4. operation of Notification under Section 3 , — A notification 
undw section 3 shall operate as if it bad been issued under Section 19 of the 
Sea Customs Act, 1878, (Act VIII of 1878) and the officers of Customs at 
every port shall have the same powers in respect of any article with regard 
to the impMtalion oi which such a notificatiou has beeo issued as they have 
for the time being in respect of any article the importation of which is regu* 
titod, restricted or prohibited by the law r^ating to Sea Cjistoms and the 
law for the time being in force relating to Sea Customs ^ my such article 
abaB a{^y accordingly 
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5 . Powtr of IjKal Government to make The Locil 

Govwomtnt may, anbjecr lo tbe coatroJ of ibe Co^vrnor GetifraJ in Cwmcii, 
make rule* for the detention, inspection, desinfection oc destractioo o( <tny 
artiele ia reflect of which a nouBcatton has been issued under Secthra i or 
of any article which may have been in contact or jwoxiinity thereto, and for 
re^tilating the powers and duties of the othcers whom it may appoint iu this 
behalf. 

(2) In making any rule under tbU secnon tbe Local Govcrnnienl nwy 
direct that a breach thereof shall be punishable with fine, which nHy 
extend to one thousand rupees. 

6. PfoUciion lo person^ acting nndt'r pre^ution 

or other I^l proceeding shall lie agatiiai any person for aoyibins iu 
faith done or intended to be done under this Act, 


CeVLON RgCRUtTINU ASP DaMAGINS SrOKIKS AT THE CoAST, 
From an interesting repjrt by Mr. J, H, Kmherford Lee. which appears 
in the September number of the PUnttm^i Cnzette, it Would st^m that ibo 
people iu these and neiK^hboiirtii^' di-^triuts know alt about Cevloii, and preler 
Feiiang. Stories are told of c<>olies who have boen to Cry) on, and havr 
bern swindled, free p isSHijes .are ridicnlfd. it beinj; argued that thrvooly 
has tu pay for it after all, and that (he kam;ani coniinuallv lakes it out of 
liitit in rice and pay. It was aUn alleged (hat the coidy was not allowed to 
tiu near the Snperintendent. and (hat, .dihouKh there were no c-isea of ill- 
treatment by the Superintendent, the Jattei did not care, .Sneh storir# arc 
indeed difficult to refute, and there ace i ha every ;ir;:iunent provided here iu 
support of the system of (he accounts of earli individual copty a indebted- 
ness being kept by the Superintcndeni. There should in' far more 
communication between tU.: Dir.ai aud ihn c^vdy. It i> slated fh:it the 
coolies, like the system, vary much on esl;u»-r^ wljere it is now in opt-raiion, 
but that the kangani does not. The tn )r,il is obvious : and anythint tljat 
tends to put an end to these uufot'tunaic stories at the Coast shotdd be 
welcomed, for unless the cooly in his viltaue has a favourable idea of the 
piace to where he is going the whole Conmnssion might as well Re aboii»bcd. 
— TAe Ceylon Observer, 


NETHEKLANUS E.AST INDIES. 

Coffee UQUCrop) os* Sau.— H. M, Consul at Batavia (Mr, J. NV, 
Stewart) reports (bat a sale of Government coffee of the JdU crop will 
take place in tbe rooms of the “ Handels vcremiignig" at H.Havla on 15th 
Octoberand 26lh November next. The finantity lo be offi-r«hfor sale w 
15,811 piculs, the unit for sale purposes being the picul of 15b English lb*. 

A statement rin Engfish) o( (he conditions of sale may hri ttcen by t'oKrd 
Kingdom firms at the Commercial InteiliKcncc Branch of the lloard of 
Trade, 73, Basiogball Street, London, E. C.-Thc Board of Trade 
Journal* 

The French Consul at Rio is said to have reported on the excess 
cost of living in Rio as compared to Paris as being erjual to 3 5 to I, 
so that an employee '*arniog fr. 495 a moot fa in Rio can scarcely as one 
wbo earns fc. 200 in Paris, and certaioly canuot save on such pay— Trt^tco* 
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H#w tm t ti k m mn4 •mm4 Ip a oliwm fo> WMrnmkMM om, 

Sotb. 

To (^toin » tftir avemgo Mun|Je M fcbe soil in a field for tnai]^, 
n«arl)r m pOMible e^uat quaakiUM of soil tfe taken from oofe )«m 
fowr ttiflierefit porta <rf ik the ^aoes chosen ter talcing Mmplea the viviaoe 
U wnped^ to rsmore leaves molch. Ac., a vertical iK^e 18 inefaea 
aquare n then dng to a depth of 3 feet, like a port h<de. With a aharp ^ade 
a slice of sen) to a depth of one foot ia cut ofi one aide of the bole and placed 
on a clean bag. Big stones and big roots ahoutd be removed, but not small 
siteet, tbs size ol a pea. or fine roots. 

The process is repeated at the other places selected, and all Uie samples 
are then thoronghlj mizeil, big lumps being broken up. After well mixing 
about 10 iba is meed in a clean canvas bag. which la securely tied up. finch 
samples should be forwarded in a clean wooden box. 

Jt u twporiani thrU baff» and Aoxos thould hr dmn. * 

Care must be taken ulx>ut tiie labels. Each sample should be labelled 
and a duplicate label put inside the bag. Full information should bo sent 
aliout each sample, stating elevation, rainfalt. depth of soil, nature of sub* 
Moit, surrounding rocks and country, whether and is on a level or slo{)« near 
a river, Ac • and the history of die previous manurial treatment of the soil. 

The same rules apply to taking samples of a snb-soil 
Plant Di$ea&c$. 

These should be packed so that, if [lossible, they will arrive in the same 
condihon in wluoh.they were collected, and they 7niisf not hr e.tiernalUj wet 
when they are put up. in some eases the siiecimens may lie dried between 
sheets of blotting palter under light pressure lief ore they are packed 

Specimens which decay rapidly may be sent in a solution of Formalin, 
1 p:in ill 20 uf water. 

Insects. 

If live insects are sent, some of their h^CHl plant, which should be dry. 
should be enclosed with them, andal^ ^ httle crushed jmper- Insects found 
in soil, wikkI, Ao-« should be sent in these materials. 

Tin lx>xes should lie used for packing, nnd holes should not be borCfi in 
them, or if they are, only one ur turn and these quite small. 

InsecUi should usmilly be sent dead. They may he kilUd in a cyanide 
bottle, or encluseil Under a tumbler with a small piece of blotting paper 
soaked in hftniteue. They should be quite dry when packed, aud are best 
buried in dry sawdust with a little powdered nuphtbaline. 

Suiatl insects should be packed with finely sJuedded pajier. Colim 
tvwl «/ioulf{ eetief be used, 

Buttenflies and moths should be enclose iu papers folded into triangular- 
shaped packets which are packed in a box with crushed paper to prevent 
shaking, 

S<^le insects shoifid be packed (fuiie dry, each specimen attached to its 
food plant simply wrapped in soft tissue paper. 

General. 

In all cases more than one specimen of each kind shonM be sen^ if 
possible 4 or 5. 

Every specimen shotiUl he dearly tabellei so that there can be no possible 
mistake. The label should bear a number referring to a description la tbs 
covering letter. 

. Full particulars about ail specimens sent must be recorded. 

All sperimens should be sent to 
Tbb BiCRBTanY, 

The United Planters* Asaooiation of idoiiiheni India, 
BANGALOaS. 

to ensure their being promptly attended to upon arrival. 



